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Text Version of Audio Story:  George 

 
 

The story of the cherry tree was a writer’s embellishment, to bring this almost 
mythical character into more human form.  

 
That thing about throwing a silver dollar across the river? Doubtful. 
 
His teeth weren’t wooden either, as is so often reported. They were, however, 
false and must have been very uncomfortable, as they were fashioned from the 
teeth of farm animals.  
 
What we do know is that George Washington, even in his own time, was an 
almost larger-than-life character. At 6’2”, Washington must have seemed like a 
giant, as the average man in those days wasn’t much more than 5’5’’ or so. 
 
As a younger man, George had a great deal of trouble controlling his temper. He 
learned to curb his tantrums as he matured. As a soldier fighting for Mother 
England during the French and Indian War, Washington repeatedly had horses 
shot out from under him. And in a battle where all the officers, except for George, 
were killed by French and Indian forces, Washington went unscathed. He was 
unable to figure it out then, and historians are still unable to figure out how 
Washington could have had four bullet holes in his coat and not have any bullets 
penetrate his body. 
 
Washington was greatly troubled by the idea of slavery and yet in his lifetime he 
owned hundreds of slaves. The institution of slavery remains one of the darkest 
chapters in American history. Washington was able to reconcile his guilt of being 
a slave owner by treating his slaves at Mount Vernon far better than slaves were 
treated at other plantations. 
 
Although the government refused to recognize slave marriages, at Mount 
Vernon, Washington did honor the marriages and kept his promise not to do 
anything that would separate slave families. In his will, Washington set all of his 
slaves free and even provided for them financially for the remainder of their 
years. One slave, Billy Lee, who had served Washington for many years, 
including during the Revolutionary War, was given a handsome sum of money for 
his retirement years. 
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One of the reasons that the notion of slavery was such a personal struggle for 
Washington is that he had watched slaves fight gallantly in the Revolutionary 
War; the war for, of all things, independence. And after the war, these brave men 
were returned to forced servitude. One in 20 soldiers in the Revolution was black. 
 
In matters of politics, Washington took the high road. The political arena in those 
days would make the partisan differences of today look like child’s play. In the 
early years of our nation, politicians were dirty, rotten scoundrels. Underhanded 
political tricks were commonplace. No rivalry could have been more vicious than 
that of Aaron Burr and Alexander Hamilton. It finally ended in a duel where 
Hamilton was shot dead by Burr.  
 
Washington, the man who had had such a volatile temper as a younger man, had 
matured into a seasoned diplomat. 
 
Washington won the unanimous approval of Congress and was appointed as the 
first president under the Constitution. While it is true that Washington was our 
first president under the Constitution — he, in all actuality, was not the very first 
man to hold the office. A half a dozen or so men before him each served one-
year terms as presidents of the United States under the Articles of 
Confederation. The Constitution replaced these articles, and history quickly 
forgot the men who served as president under them. 
 
And while Washington is really not our first president, everyone agrees that he is 
the father of our country. 
 
I’m the American Storyteller. 


